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 Have you reserved your tickets for Speakeasy, this year’s Show House 2012 Preview 
Party & Celebrity Chef Auction? The kick-off event for our 39

th
 Annual Symphony Show House is 

set for Friday, February 3
rd

 at 7:00. This not-to-be missed event comes with much anticipation as 
we have a night packed full of entertainment, food, drink 
and live music which will allow a first peek at this 10,000 
+ square foot Heritage Hills mansion. 

 Chefs from some of our city’s best local restaurants 
will be serving dishes throughout the rooms of this 
magnificent home. Each Chef is graciously offering up 
their time and services for our cause to entertain and de-
light us with their delicious inspired dishes. Bin73, Café 
501, Ludivine, Trattoria il Centro, Stella Modern Italian, 
Rococo, Saturn Grill & Emmy award winning Chef 
Loretta Oden, will dazzle us with their culinary skills. A 
gourmet espresso bar sponsored by Dirty Water Cof-
fee Co. will be available to whip up favorite beverages as 
well as beer from local Winnicki Brewing Co. & Premi-
um Wines. 

 To further enhance our fundraising efforts and kick 
off the first event of Show House with a bang, a celebrity 
Chef auction will be held with all proceeds going to ben-
efit the League’s pro- grams. Each Chef will be offer-
ing an experience to the highest bidder ranging from 
cooking classes, dinner parties catered in your home or 
location of choice, and pri- vate dining at their restaurants. 
In addition to the Chefs, a slew of silent auction items 
generously provided by local businesses will be sure to entice a variety of interests on any budg-
et. 

 A limited number of tickets are available at $40 each and advance purchase is required. Tickets 

are available online at www.symphonyshowhouse.com or by calling the OKC Orchestra League 
at 405-848-6787. 

http://www.symphonyshowhouse.com/


Mark Your Calendars in 

Red for the New 

Note-Able  

Occasions  

 
 

January 24, 2012 
“Fine Dining Classics”  

Cooking Class with Kurt Fleish-

fresser at the Tasting Room 

Chairs: Cheri Weintraub & Carol 

Bowman  
 

April 2012 
Gentleman’s Night Out 

Show House 

Chair: Dean Jackson 

 

Watch for your invitations 

and more information in the 

OPUS. And remember to 

share the good times with all 

your friends. These Note-

Able Occasions are open to 

adults who want to support 

the great effort to provide 

music education and enjoy-

ment to all ages. 
 

Payment may be made  by  

cash, check OR Pay Pal 

online.  
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 Reflecting on 2011, I have had a year overflowing with 
blessings and life-changing experiences. During the holidays, I 
received three very special gifts from three very special friends—a 
book of anecdotes, a photography book highlighted with personal 
essays, and an heirloom Christmas tradition.  Surprisingly, each 
person shared why she chose “that” gift although it had been diffi-
cult to find.  Each person was willing to make that search for 
something she knew I would treasure.  I am so blessed! 

 Though these gifts are unique, my friends’ stories are simi-
lar. Each gift is from a dear friend I met through the Oklahoma City 
Orchestra League.  From very different backgrounds, as members 

of the League our paths crossed and formed lasting friendships.  This is a story of 
only three of the many friendships formed in the brief time I have been part of this 
incredible organization. 

 My 2012 calendar is rapidly filling with meetings, events and long “to do” lists 
for the Music Olympics, the Symphony Show House, the Note-Able Occasions, new 
members’ parties, board meetings, committee work, etc.  But my life is so much rich-
er because of the people met and friendships formed just by being a part of Orches-
tra League.  To each of you, dear members, thank you! 

 Here is wishing you the very best for this New Year.  May your lives be en-
riched as you share your time and efforts to support our music education programs 
and our wonderful Philharmonic Orchestra.  Most importantly, may your 2012 be filled 
with the blessings of past friendships strengthened and new friendships formed.   
Happy New Year!       

       Rhonda   

Rhonda’s Reflections 

 

Thank you for joining the Oklahoma City Orchestra 

League and for your interest in supporting our  

music education programs. 

We invite you to our second New Member Party for 2011-2012, an 

evening of wine, appetizers and continued introduction to the  

Oklahoma City Orchestra League. 
 

“Who We Are & What We Do” 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 from 6 to 8 pm. 

In the home of Debbie & Ken McKinney 

2404 Grand Circle, Nichols Hills 
 

Presentations will be given by: 

Lucy Cheatwood, VP Administration and Jeanne Jackson, VP Education 

Please RSVP to Ashley Fitzpatrick  405-627-4132  

or AshleySFitzpatrick@hotmail.com 

AND 

COMING MAY 16 
 

We are pleased to announce 

a rare opportunity to attend a 

private recital by Jean-Yves 

Thibaudet, piano soloist for 

the May 19 Philharmonic 

Concert. The Recital will be 

in a private home and ca-

tered by a renowned Chef. 

Look for details which will be 

coming soon. 



February General Meeting      
Monday, February 13, 2012 

The Home of Pam and Warren Shoulders 

1653 Saratoga Way   Edmond OK 73003 

Lunch at 11:30   Call the Office for Reservations 848-6787 
Guest Luncheon Charge is $15 

Please remember—reservations are necessary 

PHILHARMONIC PROFILE 
Bradford Behn—Performer, Professor, Proprietor 
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      In any successful orchestral performance,  the voices of  individual instruments are blended together to create the fabric of sound 

unique to symphonic music.  Consequently, concert listeners are necessarily unaware of the vital relationship that exists between 

musicians and their instruments.  Development of their own talents and skills through years of training also involves close attention 

to the constraints and potential of the instrument through which they strive to express their musical experience.  Nowhere is this 

made more clear than in the story of  Bradford Behn,  Principal Clarinetist in the Philharmonic (comfortably filling Chad Burrows’ 

shoes),  OCU Asst. Professor of Music and founder of Behn Mouthpieces International.   

     “Brad,” born and raised near Concord MA, first met the clarinet in public school and  by 9th grade he had begun taking private 

lessons.  His music training continued at Northwestern University, where he studied with the late Robert Marcellus to earn a BM in 

1989 and MM in 1990, both performance degrees.  Prof. Marcellus, who had played with the Cleveland Orchestra for 20 years, 

mostly under George Szell, was his teacher and mentor in college and had an important influence in his professional career.  During 

the years following, Brad performed with orchestras including Tulsa, Fort Collins CO and Savannah GA, and held teaching posi-

tions at the Univ. of  Northern  Colorado,  OSU, OU and the Univ. of Colorado in Boulder;  in Fall, 2010, he accepted the position 

he now holds at  OCU.  His resume is filled with other teaching and performing activities such as recitalist, clinician, guest lecturer, 

free lancer  - but since 1992 he has focused more on mouthpiece acoustics – researching, analyzing, modifying, designing, creating 

and finally, in 2005, starting his own business making custom clarinet mouthpieces  “from the ground up” including the use of his 

own proprietary material.  

      This all started with Brad’s continuing effort to improve his playing experience.  After experimenting with different reeds he 

turned to consideration of mouthpiece effects, first modifying his own mouthpiece, then helping friends adjust theirs, always seeking 

to create a sound resembling that of great clarinetists in the past, a sound Brad describes as “ beautiful - resonant, focused and deep 

sounding with a special effervescence giving it a unique personality.”  Finally, an opportunity to use a friend’s 1930s era Chedeville 

mouthpiece led to a breakthrough - those mouthpieces that had enabled players to achieve that great sound were  made of  “old rub-

ber” fabricated by a costly, time-consuming process long since discontinued!  Once  convinced that it is the material a mouthpiece is 

made from that  makes the difference, Brad set about finding a way to reproduce hard rubber.  Starting with a Chedeville, which had 

to be destroyed to permit technical analyses for  revealing its composition and  the acoustics of  hard  rubber, he was able to design a 

process for producing an accurate reproduction of the material used in making the mouthpieces of  the ‘30s. . 

      Now Brad has hard rubber rods manufactured for him using the formula he developed, cuts them into segments which he has 

CNC  (Computer Numerical Control) machined to be precisely shaped and given basic design features;  from there on each partially 

completed mouthpiece is artistically handcrafted to approximate the early versions and to accommodate the  unique  requirements of  

individual clarinetists.  His company carries a line aptly called The Vintage Collection, but each item he sells is modified or created 

to suit  a specific client, every one receiving meticulous, precise finish work that he does himself.  His enterprise has become widely 

known -  he has supplied custom mouthpieces to clients as far away as Russia, China, England, Scandinavian Countries … each 

used by a musician who expects the most not only of himself but of his instrument.  So it is with orchestral musicians everywhere -  

any “great orchestra” is only as great as the individual players who comprise it. While the audience enjoys the full beauty of an or-

chestral composition, it is ultimately the individual performers working together - each with sensitivity and dedication to excellence  

- who create the moving and exciting experience of an orchestral concert. 

Jay Bass 



Education Programs have Center Stage by Jeanne Jackson 

Opus      Volume 63 Third Movement    page 4 

Master Classes: You’re on the Roster! 

By Jeanne Jackson 

This is the third in a series of features on the educational programs of our  

Oklahoma City Orchestra League.  

 “Oh no, Katie—I couldn’t possibly do that!” I cried in terror.  What 

dreadful request had Katie Kucharski, then Education Coordinator, made 

that September day in 2009?  

  She had asked me, a beginning cello student who could barely 

play “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” on open strings, to attend a Master 

Class with world-class cellist Steven Isserlis. “No, Jeanne,” she assured 

me when she stopped laughing hysterically, “you don’t have to play; you 

just observe.” 

 For those of you who share my original misconception of Master 

Classes, here’s an introduction to this unique educational experience. 

For a Master Class, talented University music majors are paired with a guest artist of the Philharmonic in a 

lesson before an audience. The public is invited to these free events sponsored by the Oklahoma City Or-

chestra League.  

 Master classes are presented at various university locations in the area and are announced as de-

tails are finalized. A class usually includes four or five students, and each student comes prepared with a 

piece he or she will be performing in concert or competition. 

  Back to September of 2009, did I accept Katie’s invitation to the cello Master Class?  I’m glad to 

say I did.  The student performances sounded masterful to me, but I was amazed by Mr. Isserlis’ quick, 

perceptive isolation of fine points needing work.  With wry but kindly humor, he challenged each musician 

to become not just better, but brilliant.  The beginning of that transformation was evident immediately.  

Now I watch for every chance to observe Master Classes with the Philharmonic’s guest artists. 

 Take this wonderful opportunity the Orchestra League provides to see renowned musicians teach 

and demonstrate the full artistic range of their instruments.  You’ll also hear some of the most outstanding 

student musicians in our area and watch as their technique and artistry develop through the expert coach-

ing of a Master musician. 

 Stay tuned for details on the Master Class to be offered either March 2 or March 3 with world-acclaimed 

violinist Rachel Barton Pine. 

“We’ve Got Rhythm” Update 

 Heartfelt thanks to everyone who has sponsored “We’ve Got Rhythm” quartet visits to Oklahoma 

third grade classrooms. A list of our generous donors will appear in the April Opus. We’re still short of our 

goal of $15,000, so if you haven’t taken the opportunity to “Bring Beethoven to the Classroom,” will you 

please help us? 

Please mail a check to the League office at 1900 NW Expressway, K110, OKC 73118. Make the check 

payable to OCOL and mark “For Quartet Sponsorship.” Any amount will help. 
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  JANUARY NOTE-ABLE  

OCCASION 
 

 “FINE DINING CLASSICS” -  

A COOKING CLASS 

With 

CHEF KURT FLEISCHFRESSER, 

Chef - The Coach House 
 

 24 January 2012 

6:00 pm 

The Tasting Room 

4322 N. Western 

Oklahoma City OK 73118 

$100 per person 
 

 There are only a few more openings in 
“Fine Dining Classics”! Don’t miss this once 

in a lifetime opportunity to support our 
music education programs as you and fel-
low epicureans watch Chef Kurt share his 
culinary secrets while preparing a marvel-
ous menu paired with wonderful wines. 

 

 Lobster Bisque 

Table-side Caesar Salad 

Beef Wellington 

Baked Alaska 

Wines by Joullian Vineyards and Premium 
Brands 

 

 Won’t you join us? 
 

 Call the League Office, 848-6787 

Cancellations require 48 hour notice for refund  

 The IRA Charitable Rollover has come and gone in recent years, leaving 
many donors confused about its availability. The League of American Orchestras 
reports that the threats to charitable giving incentives will continue into 2012 at the 
state and federal levels. After the deficit reduction Super Committee failed to ac-
complish its task, proposals to curtail federal tax incentives for charitable giving 
will likely remain on the table as the tax committees in Congress determine next 
steps for increasing federal revenue. 

 As members of the Orchestra League, we can make a difference by writ-
ing our Legislators. Communicate with them as an individual, not as a spokesman 
for the organization. In the first sentence state your purpose for writing the letter. 
Be concise and keep the letter to one page. Identify yourself by including your 
name, address and telephone number. You may contact our Senators and Repre-
sentative at the following addresses: 

 

Senator Tom A. Coburn Senator James M. Inhofe 

100 North Broadway 1900 NW Expressway 

Suite 1820 Suite 1210 

OKC 73102 OKC 73118 

Fax: (405) 231-5051 Fax: (405) 608-4120 

Representative James Lankford 

1015 North Broadway 

Suite 310 

OKC 73102 

Fax: (405) 234-9909 

Respectfully submitted,  Cinda Lafferty, Government Affairs 

    

MUSICIANS LIAISON 

 There is a  little 
known,  “behind the scenes” 
committee of the Orchestra 
League, called Musicians Li-
aison. 

 This committee  is 
chaired by Linda Patton and 
sends birthday cards to each 
musician and arranges for 
birthday cakes at dinner be-
fore the Friday POPs con-
certs when the League pro-
vides dinner for the musi-
cians. Linda is shown here 
presenting Christmas Tree 
ornaments to the Philharmon-
ic musicians prior to the 
Christmas POPs concert.  

 Linda designed the 
ornaments and also the birth-
day cards which are greatly 
appreciated by the musicians. 

Jeremy Parr, Linda Patton, David Steffens 

SOLD O
UT 
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PRESIDENT ELECT 

Debbie Minter 

Debbie began her 31 year professional ca-
reer with The CIT Group/Consumer Finance, 
Inc., an International asset based lender and 
loan servicing institution in 1979. This was 
her first full time job after graduating from 
Sullivan University in Louisville KY. She held 
various senior and executive management 
positions throughout her tenure, most re-

cently as SVP/Chief of Operations before her retirement in 
January 2010.   Originally from Louisville KY, she has lived in 
Edmond since 1997 with her husband Jeff and son Jason. Up-
on her retirement, she wanted to volunteer for an organization 
where she could continue using her management and organi-
zational skills while giving back to the community. 

 The Nominating Committee presents the following people as the slate of officers for 2012-13 Oklahoma 

City Orchestra League. These individuals will be voted on at the General Meeting, February 13. A huge Thank You 

to everyone who served on this committee and for your time, energy, and wonderful helpful attitudes throughout the 

whole process. Additional nominations may be presented by a petition signed by ten (10) members of the Orchestra 

League and presented to the President prior to the February General Meeting. The officers elected at this meeting 

shall be installed at the last general membership meeting of the year. 
Sharon Shelton, Chair Nominating Committee 

PRESIDENT 

Cindy Raby 

This Oklahoma native graduated from Okla-

homa University and has an associate degree 

from OCCC. She is a registered interior de-

signer. In 1980, she established Cindy Raby 

Interiors. Her work has been featured in mag-

azines and in a national article by the Associ-

ated Press. She is most well know for her 

warm and comfortable interiors. After doing 

over nineteen rooms in the Symphony Show House, she be-

came interested in serving on the administrative side of OCOL. 

She has served as Show House Co-Chair twice, Public Rela-

tions VP, Ways & Means VP and on many SH boards. She is an 

active member of Church on the Rock. She enjoys shopping, 

traveling and treasured friendships. 

SECRETARY 

Susan Gertson 

After growing up in Houston TX and living 

there again for 19 years, Susan moved to 

Edmond in August, 2005 when her husband 

was transferred.  Having earned a degree in 

music education from the University of Arkan-

sas, Susan has taught piano, elementary 

music, and was the secondary music teacher in a private 

school for 15 years. The OCOL and its music education pro-

grams are perfect activities for her ‘retirement’ and she has 

enjoyed serving as Education Vice President and Secretary. 

Susan is also a member of the OK City Chorus of Sweet Ade-

lines, singing Lead and serving as the Membership Coordina-

tor. Susan and her husband Rodney have been married 34 

years and have three sons. 

TREASURER 

Rita Dearmon 

 

 

Rita grew up in Oklahoma with a degree in 

accounting. She began working at Arthur 

Anderson & Co., got her CPA and moved to 

Washington DC to work for the SEC. She 

met her late husband, moved back to OK 

and began working for Kerr-McGee eventually serving as Fi-

nance Manager of the North Sea Region and living in London. 

After the sudden death of her husband she met and married Al 

Dearmon. She volunteers for a number of organizations and 

enjoys needlepoint, bridge, reading, gardening and traveling. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Casey Hasenbeck 

         Casey is a native of Oklahoma  

         and lives in Oklahoma City with her 

         husband Jim. She attended Stephens  

         College and graduated from the Universi-

ty of Oklahoma. She has worked in both the insurance industry 

and in oil/gas. Currently she is an Enrolled Agent and works part 

time preparing tax returns and representing clients with their tax 

audits. Her hobbies are tennis, gardening, walking, reading and 

bridge. 

COMPETITIONS 

Martha Pendleton 

Martha was born in Cincinnati and received 

her BS in Music Education from Drury College 

and Masters from OU. She taught elementary 

music in OKC and Edmond. Since her retire-

ment, she is now coordinator of Children’s 

Ministries at Village United Methodist Church 

and Executive Secretary of Oklahoma County 

Retired Educators Association. She enjoys volunteering with the 

Oklahoma City Alumnae Chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota and 

OCOL, singing in Canterbury Choral Society, directing a chil-

dren’s choir and playing hand bells. She has two grown children 

and one grandchild. She enjoys yoga, reading, gardening and 

attending music concerts. 
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EDUCATION  

Jeanne Jackson 

Jeanne joined the League in 2006 when 
she and her husband Dean decided to re-
tire here after his 35th year in the military. 
Jeanne grew up in Shaker Heights OH, 
then earned her BA from DePauw Universi-
ty and her MA from Arizona State.  In addi-
tion to teaching English for over 30 years, 

Jeanne has owned and operated a jewelry store in Park City Ski 
Resort.  Stationed in Belgium, Germany, and throughout the 
U.S., she and Dean have traveled widely. They are ardent dog 
lovers, adopting the first military working dog retired from Tinker 
AFB. Jeanne is currently volunteering as a docent at the Oklaho-
ma City Museum of Art, at the Norman Veterans Center, and with 
the Orchestra League’s educational programs as Education VP. 
In 2008, she took up the cello through the “Be the Orchestra” 
program taught by Philharmonic cellist Dorothy Hays.  Jeanne 
now enjoys performing with the Society of Strings and with the 
Better Together Strings, a smaller ensemble that visits nursing 
homes and the Norman Veterans Center. Jeanne is active with 
her church as a Stephen Minister. She also enjoys race walking 
and weight training. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Sue Hanan Jones 

Sue is an OSU grad and retired microbiolo-

gist from the Oklahoma State Health De-

partment. She loves to read, sew and 

watch old movies. Her husband, two shel-

ties and three cats keep her busy. She got 

involved with the Orchestra League because of the programs 

directed at children, especially “We’ve Got Rhythm” and Instru-

ment Playground. Later, she started to volunteer in the office and 

eventually served as Office Coordinator and various Show House 

positions. 

WAYS AND MEANS 

Wanda Reynolds 

Wanda grew up in West Texas and graduated 

from Texas Wesleyan University in Ft. Worth 

with a Bachelor of Business Administration 

and teacher’s certificate. She taught school for 

four years and has two children and four 

grandchildren. She was active with the Okla-

homa Society of Professional Engineers Auxiliary for several 

years and volunteers with Mobil Meals and Master Gardeners. 

Fun things to do include grandchildren, reading, gardening and 

traveling. She has served several positions with Show House and 

on Executive Committee as Secretary, Social and Membership 

VPs. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Sandi Garrett 

 

Sandi was born and reared in West Texas 

and attended Texas Women’s University. 

She moved to Oklahoma and completed 

her nursing degree at Murray State Uni-

versity. In 1979 she married Joe Garrett 

and they raised a combined family of five 

until his death in 2000. She continues to 

live in Edmond. Her professional life includes  ICU Nursing, 

Director of Cardiovascular Institute at St. Anthony’s, OK Pub-

lic Schools and Assistant Director of Operations for OU Physi-

cians. She retired from nursing in 2009 but continues to do 

consulting and medical mission trips both national and inter-

nationally. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Barbara Spencer 

  

 

Barbara  has lived in OKC since early child-

hood. She was educated in the OKC public 

schools and earned a BS in Nursing from 

Central State University in Edmond. She is 

retired from a career in pediatric cancer and 

health administration at the OU Health Sci-

ences Center. She delivers meals for Edmond Mobile Meals 

and currently serves on that Board of Directors. She enjoys 

gardening and is a certified Master Gardener. She has been 

involved with the OKC Orchestra League for a number of years 

and has been active with Show House in various capacities, as 

well as Note-Able Occasions. 

SOCIAL 

Lucy Cheatwood 

 

Lucy graduated with a B.S. degree from Ok-
lahoma State University where she was Pres-
ident of Kappa Delta sorority. After gradua-
tion, she worked at Seventeen magazine in 
New York City and in Washington, DC, Lucy 
worked at a lobbying firm for public account-
ants and in the public relations division at the 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board.  Prior to her 
20 years in the New York and Washington 

DC areas, Lucy lived in Paris and Beirut where she had many 
amazing adventures. In Paris, she was active in the American 
Women’s Club, and in Beirut, she worked as a volunteer in 
the Beirut Hospital.  For the last 20 years she has worked as 
a volunteer on numerous committees for the Festival of the 
Arts and the Orchestra League’s Symphony Show House.  
She was the Show House co-chair for 2007 and is currently 
Administrative VP of the Oklahoma City Orchestra League. 

 

 

As Past President, Rhonda White will be the chair of 

the Nominating Committee for 2012-2013. 
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 2012 Oklahoma Music Olympics 
 

  There is no down time after the holidays for the Competition Division.  We’re busy preparing for an exciting Oklahoma Music Olym-
pics event.  Co-chairs of each competition are getting judges, processing applications and working on many other details necessary to make 
OMO successful.  They are also asking for volunteers to be timekeepers, door monitors and others to help in various ways.  Kathlyn Reynolds 

needs members to bring snacks and sandwiches for contestants and volunteers.  Call the League Office or me if you could help. 
 

 We are so grateful to our generous and faithful underwriters of the competitions: 

 LaDonna and Herman Meinders – Meinders Senior Piano Competition 

 Mike and Wanda Gilliam – Gilliam Junior Piano Competition 

 Randy Buttram and the Buttram Family – Buttram Senior Strings Competition 

 Margaret and Drake Keith – Keith Junior Strings Competition 

 Patricia Abney  - Carver Competition (brass, woodwind, harp and percussion) 

 Matthew and William Haire – Donna Marie Haire Classical Guitar Competition 
 

  Students compete for generous cash awards.  They also receive medals as a way of recognizing their talent, 
hard work and dedication.  The mission of Oklahoma Music Olympics is to support young musicians today as they become productive young 

men and women in our community and state. 
 

  Oklahoma Music Olympics will be at Wanda L. Bass School of Music at Oklahoma City University on Sunday, February 12.  Competi-
tions are open to the public.  Most competitions will begin at 12:30 p.m.  The Winners’ Concert will be the following Sunday, February 19, at 
3:00 p.m., in Petree Auditorium also at Oklahoma City University.  Admission to the concert is free.  Overall winners of each competition plus 
other winners will be performing.  You will not want to miss hearing these amazing young musicians.       

EDUCATION UPDATES 

No Instruments to Haul!    “We’ve Got Rhythm” 

 Component 3 of “We’ve Got Rhythm” starts soon. This part of our education program for third graders gives 

League volunteers a rare opportunity to get acquainted with some of our Philharmonic musicians and to learn more 

about different instruments of the orchestra. 

 As docents, we take just a CD player and a set of posters into the classroom (no instru-

ments to tote) and present a quick review of component 1 information with a brief introduction to 

some of the composers and pieces on the spring Youth concert program. The majority of the class 

time belongs to the guest musician who gives a fascinating, interactive presentation, including a 

mini-concert on the featured instrument. What a treat for everyone in the room! 

 If you missed the training sessions on January 17 and 18, you can still volunteer for this 

exciting program. Contact Susan Gertson, Kathlyn Reynolds, or Jeanne Jackson for more information. 

Instrument Playground:  Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf? 

 Calling all volunteers for the Instrument Playground before Discovery Concert #2, “Peter and the Wolf” on 

Sunday, March 4, at the Civic Center. Please be there by 12:45 to help set up. 

 New members, this is a great way to become an active part of our Orchestra League family. No knowledge of 

instruments  is required, and you’ll soon be caught up in the excitement of children making their own brand of orches-

tral “music.” 

EARLY BIRD “April 1” SHOW HOUSE TICKETS 

Once again, we offer Early Bird Show House tickets to Orchestra League Members at the 

price of 5 for $40 with a 6th ticket free. Send this form, self addressed stamped #10 enve-

lope and check to the League Office by April 1 to take advantage in this offer. (OCOL, 

1900 NW Expressway, K110, OKC 73118) 

Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________City/State/Zip________________________________ 

Number of tickets ordered______________________________________________________________________ 
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BY-LAW REVISIONS TO BE VOTED ON February 13, 2012 
 

 The Bylaws Committee, chaired by Minna Hall, met multiple times during 2011 revising the Oklahoma City 
Orchestra League Bylaws. This process had not been addressed since 2009.  The members of this very dedicated 
committee, following Article X, Section 2 of the Bylaws, included Jean Hartsuck, Yvette Fleckinger, Rita Dearmon, 
Lucy Cheatwood, Rhonda White, Cindy Raby, Cheryl Weintraub and Pat Taliaferro.  I want sincerely to thank each 
member of this committee for her commitment, dedication and thoroughness. 

The Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, meeting January 3 and January 9 respectively, and following 
the recommendations of the Bylaws Committee, approved unanimously these changes to be brought to the mem-
bers-at-large in the February 13 General Membership Meeting to be held in the home of Pam Shoulders, 1653 
Saratoga Way, Edmond, Oklahoma. 

 Many of the changes were of minor nature addressing consistency and clarification of meaning.  A com-
plete document indicating all changes will be sent to the general membership via email January 16, 2012.  A print-
ed copy of these changes will be available per request at the Oklahoma City Orchestra League Office, 1900 North-
west Expressway, Ste K110.  Also, a copy of these recommendations will be available to all members attending the 
General Membership Meeting February 13. 2012. 

Major and /or substantive changes are provided below: 

Article III Membership, Section 1 (D1) Honorary Members:  Shall be invited annually to Honorary Membership by 
the Executive Committee of the Orchestra League. 

Article III Membership, Section 2 (B) Dues:  Any change in dues shall be recommended by the Executive Commit-
tee and the Board of Directors and shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at a General Meet-
ing. 

Article III Membership, Section 3 Annual Meeting:  There shall be four general meetings of the membership each 
fiscal year and the last regular meeting of the membership shall be designated as the Annual Meeting. 

Article IV Executive Committee, Section 1 Composition:  ….The Immediate Past President, the Chairman of 
Budget and Finance, and the Parliamentarian shall be ex-officio members of the committee. 

Article IV Executive Committee, Section 3 Function:  ….The Executive Committee has the responsibility to review 
detailed monthly financial reports….. 

Article IV Executive Committee, Section 5 (E) Duties of the Officers Secretary:  The Secretary shall maintain per-
manent signed records of all meetings…. 

Article IV Executive Committee, Section 5 (F) Duties of the Officers Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall receive all 
funds due the Orchestra League, pay all the bills, maintain financial records, acknowledge gifts in writing in accord-
ance with the current IRS guidelines, and render an accounting at each meeting. 

Article VI Board of Directors, Section 3 Functions:  ….The Board of Directors shall have the authority to approve 
major changes in standing programs of the Orchestra League. 

Article VI Board of Directors, Section 4 (B) Quorum and Voting:  Electronic voting is not allowed. 

Article VII Fiscal Policies, Section 2 (B) Budget and Finance Committee Duties:  ….The Budget and Finance 
Committee shall prepare and present the annual budget for Executive Committee approval. 

Article VII Fiscal Policies, Section 6 (B)  Investment Policies:  The Treasurer shall invest Orchestra League oper-
ating funds in U.S. Government insured obligations or in a spendable fund at the Oklahoma City Community Foun-
dation…. 

Article XI Order of Business, Order of Business:  Meetings shall be conducted according to current Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Revised. 

Article XII Affiliations and Delegates, Section 2 Delegates:  ….Should either be unable to attend, the President 
may appoint a member of the Board of Directors as a substitute delegate. 

Article XV Restricted Endowment Fund Statement of Purpose, Section 13:  Section deleted. 

Submitted by Rhonda White, President  2011-2012 
Oklahoma City Orchestra League  
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OCOL GENERAL MEETING   November 14, 2011 11:30 a.m.    Oklahoma City Community Foundation  

    The Oklahoma City Community Foundation was the fitting location for our November general meeting.  On this very 
special ‘Oklahoma City Orchestra League Day’, as proclaimed by Governor Mary Fallin, we honored ten members who 
have given their time and talents by serving on the League of American Orchestras Volunteer Council.   

    A very spacious room held tables with beautiful floral centerpieces from Granada and Fosters Florists and we enjoyed 
a wonderful lunch catered by Susie Booth.  Wally Brown provided lovely piano music as we ate.  The celebratory atmos-
phere continued as our honorees and their guests, new members, past Presidents, Philharmonic Board and Staff, Show 
House Board and Marilyn Long and her hospitality committee were recognized. 

    The business portion of our meeting went quickly, with past minutes and current budget approval, thank-you’s for 
‘Racing at Remington’ and a reminder of our next Note-Able Occasion, ‘Fine Dining Classics’, with room for 40 partici-
pants on January 24 at the Tasting Room. Jeanne Jackson, Education VP, inspired us all to Bring Beethoven to the 
Classroom! by sponsoring a Philharmonic Quartet that is part of our ‘We’ve Got Rhythm’ program.  We were thrilled to 
be presenting our 2011 support check for $175,000 at the Classics concert on November 19. 

    As our special program got underway, Rhonda White reiterated that our honorees have graciously provided outstand-
ing leadership and guidance for Orchestra League volunteers throughout North America.  Michelle Winters, Philharmonic 
Marketing Director, and narrator of the awards, reminded us that orchestra support in Oklahoma City began in 1948 and 
nationally, in 1964. Michelle created a media presentation and Maestro Joel Levine presented awards to: 

   Donna Vogel, on behalf of her mother, Gertrude Kennedy (charter member and first endowed Philharmonic chair), 
Jane Harlow, Jane Rodgers, Ann Taylor, Berta Faye Rex, Susan Robinson, Grace Ryan, Margaret Keith, LaDonna 
Meinders, and Debbie McKinney. The list of accomplishments from these women is extensive, but many of our current 
OCOL programs and activities are the results of their foresight and hard work.  

    After the awards were completed, our honorees were treated to a musical salute from Wally Brown, with original lyrics 
by Kathlyn Reynolds and Barbara Pirrong entitled “You  Are Our Shining Stars.” 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Gertson, Secretary 

Oklahoma City Orchestra League, Inc. 

1900 NW Expressway, Suite K110 
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