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Albers, Julie
Cellist Julie Albers began cello lessons at the age of four after two years of violin lessons. She earned the Grand Prize at the XIII International Competition for Young Musicians in Douai, France and was awarded the first Gold Medal Lautreate of South Korea’s Gyeongnam International Music Competition. She also won second prize in Munich’s International Musikwettbewerbes der ARD. 

She has toured throughout the U.S., Europe, Korea, Taiwan, and New Zealand and makes her first appearance in Oklahoma City with the Philharmonic. Albers performs the Variations on a Rococo Theme by Peter Tchaikovsky on October 9, 2010.

Brown, Ashley
Vocalist Ashley Brown originated the title character in the Broadway production of Mary Poppins. She made her Broadway debut in September 2005 replacing Brooke Tansley as the lead character, Belle, in the production of Beauty and the Beast. Brown performed the role of Snow White in the world symphonic premiere of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs – A Symphonic Retelling at the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. She released her first solo album of American songbook standards in January 2010. Brown performs with the Philharmonic Pops in the ensemble cast for “Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritzes” on April 1 & 2, 2011.
Cavanaugh, Michael

Hand-picked by Billy Joel from thousands who auditioned, Michael Cavanaugh was selected to star in Joel’s Broadway show “Movin’ Out.” Cavanaugh began playing piano at age seven and has been singing and playing ever since. He launched his symphony pops career with the Indianapolis Symphony in 2008 and released a solo album titled “In Color” in October 2008. Cavanaugh performs on the Philharmonic Pops on November 5 & 6, 2010.
Cherryholmes

This bluegrass music group consists members of the Cherryholmes family, including father Jere Cherryholmes and wife Sandy Lee, and their four children, Cia Leigh, BJ, Skip and Molly Kate. After attending a bluegrass festival, the family decided to learn to play and sing together. Their stunning success as performers and instrumentalists is reflected by their four Grammy nominations and their touring schedule of more than 100 dates each year. While all members of the band are singers, they specialize in a variety of instruments. Cherryholmes performs on the Philharmonic Pops on January 28 & 29, 2011. 
Jere Cherryholmes, bass

Sandy Lee Cherryholmes, mandolin

Cia Leigh Cherryholmes, songwriter, guitar, banjo
BJ Cherryholmes, fiddle, mandolin

Skip Cherryholmes, guitar, arranger

Molly Kate Cherryholmes, fiddle (left-handed!), piano, songwriter

DeSare, Tony

Singer, songwriter and pianist Tony DeSare released his third album titled, “Radio Show” in 2009, and was named a “Rising Star” male vocalist in the 2009 Downbeat Critics Poll. DeSare made his mark with an Off-Broadway hit as the lead in the musical Our Sinatra. He composed and performed the title song to “My Date with Drew,” an independent documentary feature film and will have one of his songs featured on the upcoming release of the movie “The Tooth Fairy” starring Dwayne Johnson, Ashley Judd, Billy Crystal and Julie Andrews.
DeSare is noted for his versatility and has headlined at a variety of venues including major jazz rooms like Birdland and the Blue Note; posh nightclubs like the Café Carlyle and Feinstein’s at the Regency; and in big band concerts at Jazz at Lincoln Center.  He performs at the OKC Philharmonic in the ensemble for “Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritzes” on April 1 & 2, 2011.

Gruber, Sari

Soprano Sari Gruber has garnered praise for her vibrant presence and extraordinary voice. She earned her Bachelor’s degree from Yale and her Master’s of Music in Voice from the Juilliard School of Music. Her career was kick-started by being selected as a semi-finalist in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. Her performance as Gretel in PBS’s “Great Performances” telecast of Hansel und Gretel was acclaimed and she has performed leading roles in operas including La Boheme, The Marriage of Figaro, Romeo and Juliet, The Cunning Little Vixen and many others.  Gruber is one of the few concert sopranos who regularly sings both Knoxville: Summer of 1915 by Samuel Barber and the Fourth Symphony of Mahler. She performs with the Philharmonic on February 5, 2011.
Gutierrez, Horacio

Pianist Horacio Gutierrez returns to Oklahoma City as an audience favorite. His playing has been recognized and acclaimed by music lovers around the world as he begins the fifth decade of his professional career. Born in Cuba, Gutierrez became a U.S. citizen in 1967. He graduated from the Juilliard School of Music and made his debut in 1970 with the LA Philharmonic. He has recorded on the Telarc label and for Chandos. His recording of “George Perle: A Retrospective,” was named one of the ten best recordings of 2006 by The New Yorker and his recording of Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 3 was nominated for a Grammy Award.

Kuleshov, Valery

Pianist Valery Kuleshov is currently Artist in Residence at the University of Central Oklahoma and is acclaimed for his performances and teaching acumen. Kuleshov was awarded a Gold Medal at the prestigious Busoni International Piano Competition in Italy in 1987 and then won the Silver Medal at the Ninth Van Cliburn International Competition in 1993. He followed that with a First Prize at the Pro Piano International Competition in New York in 1998. Kuleshov performs the Piano Concerto No. 2 by Franz Liszt with the OKC Philharmonic on April 9, 2011.
Lane, James T.

Singer, actor and dancer James T. Lane made his Broadway debut in the role of Ritchie in the 2006 revival of A Chorus Line. He toured nationally with Eartha Kitt in Cinderella and is currently on Broadway in the role of Aaron in Chicago The Musical. An energetic and vibrant performer, Lane is a rising star. He performs as part of the ensemble cast for the Philharmonic Pops production of “Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritzes” on April 1 & 2, 2011.
McCarty, Jeff

Singer and actor, Jeff McCarthy was recently seen in OKC in the Lyric Theatre production of Urinetown. That performance reprised his role as Office Lockwood in the original Broadway production of that show. McCarthy has also appeared as Beast in the Broadway show Beauty and the Beast as well as leading roles in Broadway productions of Zorba, Chicago The Musical, and The Pirate Queen. In addition, McCarthy has appeared on television in episodes of Star Trek. He leads the cast for the performances of Chesapeake’s A Very Merry Pops on December 2 through 5, 2010.
Midori

Violinist Midori burst on the scene as an 11-year-old prodigy who stunned audiences and musicians around the world with her virtuosity, poise and outstanding musicality. She has become one of music’s most ardent ambassadors and has dedicated her career to expanding music education opportunities for young people around the world while performing and recording with the greatest orchestras of our time. In 1997, she was designated an official U.N. Messenger of Peace for her international outreach. Midori performs the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto with the OKC Philharmonic on March 5, 2011.

Monheit, Jane

Jazz and contemporary vocalist Jane Monheit has released seven albums for Concord Records and was awarded Grammys for two of them. Her international career has included collaborations with artists such as violinist Joshua Bell, and singer Michael Bublé. Her rendition of “Over the Rainbow” for the soundtrack of the movie Sky Captain and The World of Tomorrow rocketed her to fame with audiences around the world. This is Monheit’s first appearance with the Philharmonic Pops and she performs on April 29 & 30, 2011.
Panaro, Hugh

Singer and actor Hugh Panaro is described as one of Broadway’s greatest leading men. With his glowing tenor voice and good looks, Panaro has been in demand for leading roles in Les Miserables, Phantom of the Opera, Lestat, Showboat and many other Broadway hits. Panaro will perform on the Philharmonic Pops production of “Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritzes” on April 1 & 2, 2011.
Pizzarelli, John

American jazz guitarist, vocalist, songwriter and bandleader John Pizzarelli has been featured on more than 40 albums, both his own and in collaboration with artists including James Taylor and Rosemary Clooney. His nationally syndicated radio show “Radio Deluxe,” celebrates music of the 30s and 40s in Pizzarelli’s engaging and low-key style. An entertainer from wingtips to fingertips, Pizzarelli will perform on the Philharmonic Pops on February 25 & 26, 2011.

Quint, Philippe

Violinist Philippe Quint captivates his audiences with his charismatic presence from the moment he takes the stage. The Russian-born violinist earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Juilliard School of Music and studied with both Itzhak Perlman and Isaac Stern. Quint’s repertoire ranges from Bach, Mozart and Beethoven to the leading composers of our time. He plays on the 1723 “Ex-Kieswetter” Straivari violin on loan through the Stradivari Society. Quint will play the Scottish Fantasy by Bruch with the OKC Philharmonic on November 20, 2010.

Serkin, Peter

Pianist Peter Serkin’s extraordinary talents and career have taken him to every corner of the world. His distinctive musical vision has put him at the forefront of contemporary music throughout his 45 years on the stage. He has successfully conveyed the essence of five centuries of repertoire and his performances with symphony orchestras, recital appearances, chamber music collaborations and recordings are respected worldwide. Serkin’s rich musical heritage extends back several generations: his grandfather was violinist and composer Adolf Busch and his father pianist Rudolf Serkin. Peter Serkin performs the Brahms Piano Concerto No. 2 with the OKC Philharmonic on September 18, 2010.
Williams, NaTasha Yvette

Singer NaTasha Yvette Williams played Sophia in the Broadway production of The Color Purple and Mammy in the West End production of Gone With The Wind. Additional credits include the Off-Broadway run of Dessa Rose and the national tours of The Drowsy Chaperone, All Shook Up, and Sussical. Williams will be part of the ensemble cast for the Philharmonic Pops concert “Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritzes” on April 1 & 2, 2011. 
